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The following presents Placer County Water Agency’s (PCWA’s) revised whitewater boating flow study proposal for bypass reaches associated with the Middle Fork American River Project (MFP) referenced in the section titled “Potential Whitewater Boating Studies on Runs in Bypass Reaches” of the REC 4 Technical Study Plan (PCWA 2007).  The proposal is based on: (1) a review of information collected to date; and (2) follow-up discussions with relicensing participants at the March 16, 2009, April 6, 2009, and June 15, 2009 Recreation Technical Working Group (TWG) meetings.  The focus of PCWA’s proposal is to collect additional “high value” study information to assist in the development and evaluation of potential license conditions.  The primary objective of the whitewater boating studies is to identify the minimum acceptable boatable flow in each study reach.  The following describes PCWA’s proposal for conducting contingency whitewater boating flow studies in the bypass reaches associated with the MFP.  
Whitewater boating flow studies are proposed for three bypass reaches, as described below.  
Rubicon River – Ellicott Bridge to Ralston Afterbay

· Single flow study will be conducted on spill or high flow runoff event (2009 – 2010).
· Target flow range at Ellicott Bridge: 500 to 800 cfs.
· Flow study could be 1 or 2 days, as determined by the study team.
· PCWA will be responsible for:

· Monitoring flow and communicating probability and timing of spill or high runoff event to the potential boating team; 
· Establish single flow study date;
· Providing shuttle services on road or over snow for the boating study team; 
· Conducting pre-and post-boating discussions;
· Developing flow study evaluation form in consultation with REC TWG; and
· Study documentation and reporting.
· Boating community will be responsible for:

· Providing a minimum of 4 boaters (signed PCWA liability waivers required).
· Boating team will be responsible for:

· Providing all necessary on-water equipment and support material;
· Photo-documentation of flow study (optional);
· Participating in pre- and post-run discussions; and
· Completing the flow study evaluation forms.
Middle Fork American River – Middle Fork Interbay Dam to Ralston Afterbay

· Controlled single flow study (during spring 2010 prior to May 15; or immediately after the cessation of spill, if spill extends beyond May 15, 2010).
· Target study flow range: 450 – 550 cfs as measured at the gage just below Middle Fork Interbay Dam.
· PCWA will be responsible for:

· Establishing the controlled flow study date; 

· Providing target flow range;
· Providing shuttle vehicle for the boating study team;
· Conducting pre-and post-boating discussions;
· Developing flow study evaluation form in consultation with REC TWG; and
· Preparing and distributing supplemental study report.
· Boating community will be responsible for:

· Providing a minimum of 4 boaters (signed PCWA liability waivers required).
· Boating team will be responsible for:

· Providing all necessary on-water equipment and support material;
· Photo-documentation of flow study (optional);
· Participating in pre- and post-run discussions; and
· Completing flow study evaluation forms.
Middle Fork American River –French Meadows Dam to Middle Fork Interbay 

· Controlled single flow study (spring – early summer 2010).

· Target study flow range: To be determined by boating study team in consultation with PCWA and Recreation TWG 
· PCWA will be responsible for:

· Establishing the controlled flow study date; 

· Providing target flow range;

· Providing shuttle services on road or over snow for the boating study team; 
· Conducting pre-and post-boating discussions;

· Developing flow study evaluation form in consultation with REC TWG; and

· Preparing and distributing supplemental study report.

· Boating community will be responsible for:

· Providing a minimum of 4 boaters (signed PCWA liability waivers required).
· Boating team will be responsible for:

· Providing all necessary on-water equipment and support material;
· Photo-documentation of flow study (optional);

· Participating in pre- and post-run discussions; and

· Completing flow study evaluation forms.

No additional whitewater boating flow studies are proposed for the bypass reaches identified below. 

· Duncan Creek

· Duncan Creek Diversion Dam to the Middle Fork American River Confluence

· Long Canyon Creek

· Confluence of North and South Forks of Long Canyon Creek to confluence of Rubicon River

· North and South Forks of Long Canyon Creek
Implementation of PCWA’s Whitewater Boating Flow Study Proposal is contingent upon agreement by the Recreation Technical Working Group of all study elements described above.
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